August 17, 2004

Town Board Minutes

A regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on Tuesday, August 17, 2004 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall, located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance:



LINDA D. PUGLISI



Supervisor



JOSEPH D. CERRETO


Councilperson



FRANCIS X. FARRELL


Councilperson



ANN LINDAU



Councilperson



JOHN E. SLOAN



Councilperson

Absent:
JO-ANN DYCKMAN


Town Clerk

Also present: THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.


Town Attorney

GLENN CESTARO



Comptroller


EDWARD VERGANO


DOTS, Director

R. BOYLE/LASHER


DOTS, Asst. to Dir.

CHRIS KEHOE



DOTS, Asst. Planner

JEFF TKACS



DES, Safety & Security

CLAUDIA VAHEY



Human Res. Dir.

MELISSA HOFFMAN


Technical Support Spec.

CATHERINE M. HOFFMAN

Dep. Town Clerk/Steno

JUDITH HERMESCH


Senior Clerk 







Town Clerk’s Staff

* * * * * * * * * *          

MEETING CALLED to ORDER

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *        

PLEDGE to the FLAG

Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag.

* * * * * * * * * *        

SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS on PROJECTS and ISSUES

Supervisor Puglisi said there will be about ten or fifteen minutes spent giving a brief overview of the 2004 Comprehensive Master Plan of the Town of Cortlandt.  (A copy of this overview is affixed to the end of this document.)

It has been about a four and a half-year endeavor and the Supervisor thanked the members of the committee who volunteered their time and worked very hard.  She thanked staff members for all of their work and the citizens who attended the many neighborhood meetings, public information meetings and three public hearings, adding their recommendations.

Supervisor Puglisi said a Master Plan, the state tells us, should be reviewed and redone every ten years.  The Town started slightly earlier than that because we had implemented most of 1991 Master Plan.  She explained that a Master Plan is not a Local Law, it’s a document filled with suggestions and recommendations for the community and it’s a plan.  These suggestions are taken and implemented into law, into Zoning Ordinances, etc.  
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SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

Supervisor Puglisi stated that the Master Plan is a culmination of experience, knowledge and a philosophy that has collectively created a plan and vision that we can all be proud of to continue our quality of life in the Town of Cortlandt.

Ed Vergano went through some power points, (aforementioned document.)

* * * * * * * * * *       

ROLL CALL

Roll call attendance taken by Deputy Town Clerk C. Hoffman indicated the presence of all Town Board members.

* * * * * * * * * *      

TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Ann Lindau said she had attended a recital at the Aaron Copland House, a home the Town Board has preserved in conjunction with the Copland Society where resident composers reside for several months at a time.

The Conservation Advisory Committee is holding an open house in the Supervisor’s conference room on August 19th, 7 PM.  Refreshments will be served.  Anyone who is interested in serving on the committee should attend.

* * * * * * * * * *      

Councilmember Frank Farrell thanked the Master Plan Committee for all of their work and noted that the committee was formed and titled the Master Plan 2000 Committee and here we are – four years later.  He said he could not describe the amount of work that went into this plan – countless meetings, all the data generated by staff and collated from various sources.  He said this evening we’re finally prepared to adopt the Master Plan as presented.  Some public hearings will be conducted regarding some of the very significant recommendations in the plan and next month legislation will be enacted that will make some ordinance revisions.

* *      

Councilmember John Sloan referred to an agenda item relative to adoption of the Master Plan.  He said this is a remarkable anti-climax to four years of work by dozens of people.  He said this is only the plan and not the policies within it.  He congratulated the Master Plan Committee who spent many nights arguing over and enlightening themselves of many different kinds of policies and where the Town of Cortlandt should be going.

Another agenda item refers to revising Advanced Life System coverage.  He said this explores Cortlandt doing life support on our own, without Peekskill.  Over the last six months the Town has become somewhat disillusioned with the partnership with Peekskill.  Most notably, they owe us some money and we have been after them for some time, but Cortlandt is uneasy that we have to approach something as valuable to the mutual communities as Advanced Life Support in this way – pestering them for that kind of money.  He said colleague Joe Cerreto has taken the lead in Advanced Life Support, not only representing Cortlandt, but actually seeing the program evolve to where it is today.  The Town has already determined that this would impact us somewhat financially, but it is a “hit” we could take, versus the risk of continuing to deal on what we had hoped to have been an equal partnership with Peekskill. 
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TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

Councilmember Sloan then congratulated the Captain and crew of the Half Moon, pointing out this boat is actually a replica of the original Half Moon.   The Town had made a minor contribution to this ship that had sailed up and down the Hudson a few weeks ago with about twenty grade school students on board.  He said the Town looks forward to supporting them in their endeavors next year.

* * * * * * * * * *         

APPROVAL of the MINUTES

Minutes of the regular meeting of July 20, 2004 were approved as presented by Town Clerk Jo-Ann Dyckman on motion made by Councilmember Sloan, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *         

PUBLIC HEARINGS

(All Public Hearings conducted at this meeting are to be found fully transcribed and placed in the Official Public Hearing Book in the Office of the Town Clerk.  A record of the speakers and a brief synopsis of their statement follows.)

1. Public Hearing to consider the first extension of the Jacobs Hill Sewer District.

Deputy Town Clerk Catherine Hoffman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper..

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 8:00 p.m.

T. Wood, Esq. said this pertains to the proposed senior citizen development that has been authorized on Route 6.  The current sewer district at that site only includes part of the property.  This Public Hearing is to consider extending the sewer district to include the entire property.  There are no public funds that would be expended  to build the sewer infrastructure.  It would all be developed at private expense by the developer.

There was no one additional wishing to speak and the Public Hearing was closed at 8:01 p.m. on motion made by Councilmember Cerreto, seconded by Councilmember Lindau.  All voted AYE.

* *   

Councilmembers Cerreto and Lindau then moved to adopt the following legislation:

RESOLUTION NO. 269-04 – RE:  Adopt a negative declaration in the matter of the first extension of the Jacobs Hill Sewer District.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 270-04 – RE:  Adopt an Order and Consent for the formation of the Jacobs Hill Sewer District.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *         
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PUBLIC HEARINGS, (cont.)

2. Public Hearing to consider the adoption of a Local Law with respect to the Wetlands Ordinance.

Deputy Town Clerk C. Hoffman presented and read the notice of hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 8:02 p.m. and said this is to “strengthen” our existing ordinance.  She said the board would be adjourning the Public Hearing, not voting on it this evening, but perhaps at the September Town Board meeting.

Ed Vergano gave a brief description of the revisions and clarifications.

* *     

Andrew Fischer, Cortlandt Manor recommended approval.  He said he did not see any mention of impervious surfaces, reduction of asphalt in developments and its impact on storm water runoff and evaporation.  He also did not see any differentiation of whether wetlands is located in a critical environmental area or a public drinking water supply area. 

* *      

Susan McDonnell, 19 Susan Lane, member and former chairperson of Save Our Lakes Committee said she feels many of the changes made are very good and that some need some work.  Ms. McDonnell mentioned specific word changes that she recommended.  She said a wetlands needs to be seen in its entirety, not just as a lake or a part of a stream, or a house.  She said she would like to see a definition of “conservation easements.”  

* *        

Karen Jescavage Bernard, River Road questioned the definition of “functional assessment” on Page 2.  

Ed Vergano explained the meaning and called upon Steve Coleman, the Town’s consultant, to give further explanation.  T. Wood said the term is defined in the ordinance under “Wetlands Functional Assessment.”
* *      

Alice Olson, Meadowview Road said before Wild Birch Farms was constructed it was a wooded area.  During construction a retention pond was built to hold the excess water.  She said it doesn’t work too well, as her yard below is wet quite often.

Supervisor Puglisi said this construction was way before her administration.

There was no one further wishing to speak and the Public Hearing was adjourned to September 14, 2004 on motion of Councilmember Lindau, seconded by Councilmember Farrell.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *       

-4-

August 17, 2004

Town Board Minutes

3. Public Hearing to consider the adoption of a Local Law with respect to the Zoning Ordinance.

Deputy Town Clerk C. Hoffman presented and read the notice of hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.

Written comments were received from the following and made a part of the record:

Ed Burroughs, Deputy Commissioner, Westchester County Depart. of Planning;  (2)

Zarin & Steinmentz, Attorneys at Law,

Susan McDonnell, President of Cortlandt WATCH,

Linda B. Whitehead of McCullough, Goldberger & Staudt, LLP, (3)

Dr. Lloyd Hoffman, 202 Medical Associates,

V. S. Construction Corporation,

Andrew Fischer.

Supervisor Puglisi called the Public Hearing to order at 8:15 p.m.

T. Wood said the Town Board has before it a list of fourteen amendments to the current Zoning Ordinance.  The Town Board would be free to adopt all, some, modify them, etc.

He gave a summary of the amendments.

* *     

Andrew Fischer, Cortlandt Manor spoke regarding Planned Village Developments, (PVDs) saying in his opinion they should be removed.  If the Town Board felt a project looked good and was worth having, he pointed out it can always be applied for on a case to case basis with a special permit.  It does not have to be kept on our books as a right for the developer to come in without the Town being able to have a reduction in units.

* *     

Robert Foley, Lockwood Road spoke in favor of eliminating PVDs.  He termed it “dangerous zoning.”  He said they were a good idea fifteen years ago, but not now since they would be a tremendous tax burden to the Town and, particularly, the Lakeland School District.  He said although he is a member of the Town’s Planning Board and the Planning Board liaison to the Master Plan Committee, he’s speaking as a private citizen.

* *    

Andrea Rabe, 78 Trolley Road said she has lived in the northeast quadrant for seventeen years and spoke in opposition to PVDs.  She said in seventeen years she’s seen two major developments upland from her home.  Last week she lost her second car to flood.  She opposes PVDs since they are in the Hollowbrook watershed, due to traffic.

* *    

Sean O’Meara,  Bleakey Avenue, addressed an issue regarding to the funeral home amendment of the reduction of the minimum lot size requirement from five acres to one acre.  He said a building and adequate parking could not be constructed on a lot this size and that parking requirements should also be reduced to coincide with the reduced lot.

* *        
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PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

4. Re:  Zoning Ordinance

​​​​________ , 82 Trolley Road, complained of flooding in his home and on his property from the homes constructed up the street from him.  He pointed out the influx of new school students.

* *     

Karen Jescavage Bernard, River Lane, said she would add her voice to the chorus and ask the Town Board to remove the PVDs concept from the new Master Plan.

* *      

Paul Buchout, 40 McGregor Lane congratulated the board on the enormous success that the Master Plan seems to be.  He opposes the PVDs because the size of the buildings and the size of the parking lots never retains the rural feeling.  He said he’s never seen a project like this that looked nice and fit into a community.

* *     

Sarah Cook, 5 Oak Lane, said the PVDs seem to be a tool for the developer and she has yet to hear a good reason for keeping them in the ordinance.  

* *       

Dr. Altamura, Croton, said he feels there may be some good reasons to keep the PVDs in the ordinance.  He said the working class is increasing by leaps and bounds across this country and they require affordable housing.  He also referred to the increased numbers of senior citizens.  He urged the board to consider this very carefully.

* *     

David Steinmetz, Esq., representing Val Santucci and VS Construction, spoke about the PVD district and gave his thoughts as to why it would be unwise to eliminate it.  He spoke of his client who is currently in contract to acquire a seventeen acre parcel of land on Route 202 near the intersection of Conklin Avenue, known as the Evergreen Manor.  He had seen the opportunity to put together an assemblage with Dr. Hoffman on his property.  The PVD provides them with a wonderful opportunity for mixed use development close to a major hub of employment and shopping; the Hudson Valley Hospital and the Beach Shopping Center.  This is not an “as of right” use now, but is currently a “Special Permit Use.”  He said notions that people may have of PVDs proliferating throughout Cortlandt are wrong – it would be unlawful.  Leaving the PVD does nothing other than protects the Town from closing the door to affordable housing and opens the door to creative forms of development. 

* *      

Andrew Mavion from Tim Miller Associates, spoke of the benefits of PVDs as just evidenced in the Jacobs Hill development.  He said this zone is very limited in where it can apply.  Since its establishment in 1991, it’s only been applied once.  He said his estimate is that currently there are maybe five or six sites in Cortlandt that could potentially become Planned Village Developments.

* *      
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PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

Re:  Zoning Ordinance

S. Cook,  5 Oak Lane,  spoke of the impact PVDs would have in the northeast quadrant.  She spoke of the schools, lower taxes paid by senior citizens, increased traffic and said she feels this district should be eliminated.

* *      

Sue McDonnell, 19 Susan Lane, said tonight is the only time she’s heard of anyone who is in favor of PVDs and she pointed out that two of those people stand to be financially rewarded for their success with PVDs.  She said PVDs are a concept that works in many places, but will leave scars on the Town of Cortlandt that will never heal.  She said there is a possibility of five such developments near the Cortlandt Town Center, four of them within a mile of each other.  Any one of these would adversely affect the Route 6 traffic.  On June 28th the Town Board agreed to remove the PVDs from the Master Plan.  On August 9th, one vote changed resulting in a favorable position for the PVDs, only sixty-two working days before the Master Plan would expire. She said she is aware of the argument that only one permit has been given in ten years, but there are at least three developers waiting to October lst for the moratorium to end to obtain possible PVDs. 

* *     

Lloyd Hoffman, Sassi Drive, spoke in favor of PVDs mentioning the need for affordable housing.  He said he feels they permit more green areas, rather than less, due to the requirement of buffer zones.

* *       

Massie Reyes, 74 Trolley Road said she lives downstream of the current PVDs.  She opposes them due to drainage and traffic.  

* *        

Dr. Rick Becker, 2521 Maple Avenue congratulated the Supervisor and her staff on the Master Plan.  He spoke in opposition to PVDs.  He said the Town has a unique balance of types of housing and he would like to see it stay that way.
* *       

Peter Sloan, Teatown Road,  said he feels that using “developers” and “altruistic” in the same sentence to be oxymoronic.  Concerns expressed over affordable housing by the people who have spoken in favor of PVDs tonight can be addressed in many other ways and should have been addressed long ago.  The notion that the only option left to the Town for affordable housing centers around PVDs is very difficult for him to  understand.  In his opinion Cortlandt is already over-developed, the density is too great.  It is imperative that we reduce density and up-zone.  He said the number one complaint in the Town is traffic and if we are going to allow PVDs the Town will become gridlocked.

* *     

Katherine McLoughlin, Locust Avenue, thinks the Jacob Hill Project is a good one, but should not open the door for more PVDs because in this part of Town, particularly, it can not be handled.  This is the most critical piece of legislation and it is important that we don’t tip the balance.  It is the people who will gain financially who are in favor of PVDs.

* *       
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PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

RE:  Zoning Ordinance

Robert Foley, Lockwood Road asked if there would be an extended comments period and said he doesn’t think this is about affordable housing.  It’s about good planning and density.  He said he doesn’t want to see R-40 zoning changed to Special Permits for high density housing.

The Public Hearing was adjourned at 9:20 p.m.to the September 14, 2004 Town Board meeting on motion made by Councilmember Farrell, seconded by Councilmember Sloan.  

Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi said the Town has a policy that they attempt to get ten percent from a developer for affordable housing and they have been successful in doing this for a number of year. 

All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       

INTERMISSION

Supervisor Puglisi called for an intermission at 9:22 p.m.

The Supervisor reconvened the meeting at 9:25 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *         

HEARING of CITIZENS, (agenda items only.)

None.

* * * * * * * * * *          

BID REPORTS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *           

REPORTS

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:

July, 2004  -  Purchasing Department, DOTS/Water Division, DOTS/Office for the 


          Aging, Receiver of Taxes, Town Justices, Town Clerk.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *
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OLD BUSINESS

Correspondence:

Councilmember Cerreto moved the following documents be received and ordered filed, as amended and the resolutions be adopted, where indicated.  Councilmember Lindau seconded the motion.

Memo from the Town Attorney with respect to the request from CCVAC to purchase Town property.

RESOLUTION NO. 271-04 – RE:  Authorize surveying services with respect to the request from CCVAC to purchase Town property.

* *     

Memo from the Town Attorney with respect to a lease renewal for property adjacent to the Highway garage.  AMENDED to approve a one year renewal.

* *       

Letters dated July 20, 2004 from the Town of Yorktown with respect to applications by Omnipoint for wireless communication facilities at 3105 East Main Street and 1033 Oregon Road.

* *       

Mid-year capital and other project’s report from DOTS.

Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi thanked Ed Vergano for his work on this report of the many projects Cortlandt is working on.

* *      

Report from the Traffic Safety Committee with respect to Jacob Street.

* *      

Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       

NEW BUSINESS

Correspondence:

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following documents be received and filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

Letter petition from residents of Montrose Point Road requesting a stop sign at the intersection of Francis Drive and the Sunset Park Playground.  Refer, also, to DES and the Traffic Safety Committee.
* *      

Letter from Bob Milano dated July 27, 2004 with respect to traffic issues on Scenic Drive.  Refer, also, to DES and the Traffic Safety Committee.
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NEW BUSINESS, cont.)    

Letter from Jean Otice with respect to a 3 way stop sign at the intersection of Baptist Church Road and Maple Avenue.  Refer, also, to DES and the Traffic Safety Committee.

* *      

Letter from Elizabeth Laguzza with respect to road conditions on McGuire Lane.  Refer to DES.

* *       

Letter from Angelique Horvath with respect to the Croton Dam detour.  Refer to Westchester County Department of Transportation.

* *       

Letter from Daniel Cea with respect to property on West Causeway.  Refer to the Legal Department and DOTS.

* *      

Notice of Lead Agency and intent to conduct an Environmental Review from the New York State Department of Environmental Protection with respect to drought emergency rules.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *           

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found in full context affixed to the end of this document.)

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, as amended, or removed where indicated, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

RESOLUTION NO. 273-04 – RE:  Appoint a seasonal employee to the Department of Technical Services Water Division to fill a vacancy.

* *      

REMOVED:  Appoint Walter Seligsohn as a member of the CAC to fill a vacancy.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said the Board will wait for the CAC to officially write to the Town Board to appoint new members to fill vacancies.

* *       

REMOVED:  Authorize negotiations with AFSME with respect to an MOU for laborer helpers in DES.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said our union president, Mr. Capicotti, who is present, and we have to support what is in the contract already and that’s why it is being removed.

* *    
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 274-04 – RE: AMENDED to: Adopt a Findings Statement and the Comprehensive 2004 Master Plan.

Discussion:  Councilmember Cerreto said he intends to vote in favor of adopting this resolution, however, wants the record to be crystal clear that he reserves his right to vote differently on each piece of legislation which will enact portions of the Master Plan.  He extended his thanks to all of the people who worked so hard on the Master Plan.

Councilmember Lindau echoed Mr. Cerreto’s statement, saying she wanted to make sure that she is also on record as being able to vote on different pieces of legislation.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 275-04 – RE:  Authorize a Fireworks Permit to the Verplanck Fire Department.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 276-04 – RE:  Authorize the Department of Technical Services to solicit design proposals for bid documents for a Battery Place access road.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 277-04 – RE:  Authorize the Department of Technical Services to solicit proposals for repairs to the south end of Steamboat Dock.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *    

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

RESOLUTION NO. 278-04 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to solicit proposals for repairs to the Washington Street (steel) Bridge.

* *         

RESOLUTION NO. 279-04 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to solicit proposals for design services for repairs and paving to the Montrose Station Road Bridge.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 280-04 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to solicit proposals for design services for all purpose and soccer fields at Sprout Brook Park.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 281-04 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to prepare plans and solicit  bids for modifications to the Lake Meahagh floodgate.

* *       
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 282-04 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to perform an in-house study of drainage issues in the area of Meadow Road and Crystal Court in Montrose.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 283-04 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to perform an in-house study of water service for the proposed Sprout Brook ballfields and consultant services to evaluate the ground water conditions with respect to same.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 284-04 – RE:  Authorize Work Change Order #2 for the Water Meter Program.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 285-04 – RE;  Authorize DOTs to award a contract for soil remediation at the Overlook site in Verplanck.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 286-04 – RE:  Authorize a  contract extension for sixty days with respect to the HVAC for Town facilities.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 287-04 – RE:  Authorize relocation of utility poles on Oregon Road related to the sidewalk project.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *       

Councilmembers Lindau and Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted:

RESOLUTION NO. 288-04 – RE:  Request assistance from Westchester County for the proposed Baker Street project.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 289-04 – RE:  Authorization to solicit proposals for the 2004/5 DARE Program.

* *        

RESOLUTION NO. 290-04 – RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing for September 14, 2004 to consider the establishment of the South Lafayette Sewer District.

* * * * * * Clerk’s note:  Paperwork was not received in a timely fashion from DOTS, thereby preventing legal advertisement from being published. 

* *      
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RESOLUTION, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 291-04 – RE:  Accept a Letter of Credit in the amount of $1,000 with respect to the A & P on Rt. 9A in Croton

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *     

ADDITIONS to the AGENDA

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, seconded by Councilmember Sloan.  He further moved that the indicated documents be received and ordered filed, as amended and the resolutions adopted.  Councilmember Sloan seconded this motion.

Correspondence:

Letter from Kevin and Linda Pogue with respect to traffic issues at Jacob Street and Meadowsweet Lane.

* *     

Report from DES Director with respect to Jacob Street traffic issues.  Authorize a stop sign at the intersection of Jacob Street and Croton Avenue.  Authorize all other directional signage.  

AMENDED to adopt the following:

RESOLUTION NO. 292-04 – RE:  Grant our Town Engineer authorization to use his expertise in erecting stop signs at the intersection of Jacob Street and Croton Avenue.

Discussion:  Councilmember Farrell referred to  “Authorize all other directional signage” and he is taking this to mean the firehouses signs, Walter Panas High School, etc.  At this point the one sign that is being authorized is the one stop sign at Croton Avenue.

Supervisor Puglisi concurred, saying the Town Engineer will evaluate the three way stop sign that was requested by the citizens.

Ed Vergano said, as requested by the Town Board last evening, he did visit the Jacob Street intersection today and in his opinion he feels that the intersection would be better served by a four way stop sign rather than just a single stop sign.

Councilman Farrell asked whether he had referred to the Vehicle and Traffic Safety Manual relative to placement of the signs.

Mr. Vergano said he is not recommending placement of the signs on Meadowsweet and Jacob.  He agrees with DES’ conclusion that signs do not belong there and he is referring to the single sign recommended by DES at the Croton Avenue – Jacob Street intersection.

Supervisor Puglisi said she suggests this motion be amended since she wants to make certain improvements are done before the school year begins.

Supervisor Puglisi suggested that it be AMENDED to:  “Grant our Town Engineer authorization to use his expertise in erecting stop signs.”

* *      
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ADDITIONS to the AGENDA, (cont.)

Letter received August 16, 2004 from Al Ruh, Commissioner, Verplanck Fire District with respect to Sixth Street.  Refer to the Legal Department.

* *        

Letter from the Town Attorney to Consolidated Edison with respect to Verplanck property.

* *     

Letter from New York State Police with respect to traffic concerns.  Refer, also, to DES and the Traffic Safety Committee.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *      

Resolutions:

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:
RESOLUTION NO. 293-04 – RE:  Appoint three laborer helpers for DES.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi announced the names of the new employees, saying they had at one time worked as seasonals:  Thomas Mahon, Willis Sansone,  Steven Stein.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 294-04 – RE:  Authorize emergency repairs to Toddville Lane.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 295-04 – RE:  Appoint Chris Gerosa as a member of the Landlord Tenant Advisory Board to fill a vacancy.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* *       

Councilmember Farrell moved to adopt the following resolutions, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:  

RESOLUTION NO. 296-04 – RE:  AMENDED by Councilmember Sloan to:   Appoint a committee to explore revising ALS service coverage.

Discussion:  Councilmember Farrell said he thinks this will give the committee the flexibility to explore possibly extending the coverage area outside its present boundaries, as well as eliminating some current areas of service.

* *      
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ADDITIONS to the AGENDA , (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 297-04 – RE:  Authorize the Town Attorney to sign a Stipulation of Settlement with Westchester County with respect to the 1998 equalization rate.

Discussion:  T. Wood said because of our challenge of the 1998 equalization rate as set by the State, the determination was made by the State Board of Equalization at the end of 2003 and the people of the Town of Cortlandt are entitled to a 1.4 Million Dollar credit against the amount of County tax that they are paying.  The County did not give us the credit the year before when an Article 78 proceeding against the County compelled them to do it.  They have now agreed that they should do it and this resolution will enact it so that come the April tax bill, whatever the total amount of County taxes are that need to be collected from the Town of Cortlandt, it will be reduced by $1.4 Million Dollars.

Supervisor Puglisi said she is so glad the County found the money to give us our tax refund back.

Councilmember Farrell thanked Tom Wood and the Tax Assessor, Sal D’Onofrio, for their work in reaching this settlement.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *         

BUDGET TRANSFERS

None.
* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS from VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

None.
* * * * * * * * * *      

REPORTS from STANDING and SPECIAL COMMITTEES

None.

* * * * * * * * * *        

HEARING of CITIZENS, (second)

Speaker:   John Viola, 1816 Jacobs Street

Subject:    Traffic issues on Jacob Street

* *      

Speaker:   Kevin Pogue, 16 Cedar Knoll Lane

Subject:    Danger at Meadowsweet and Jacob Street intersection.

* * * * * * * * * *        

ADJOURNMENT

At 9:50 p.m., Councilmembers Cerreto and Lindau moved that the meeting be adjourned. 

Supervisor Puglisi said the meeting would be closed in memory of John L. Kelly, former Councilman serving Cortlandt from 1962 to 1966.

All stood for a minute’s silence in respect to Councilman Kelly’s memory.









Respectfully submitted,









JO-ANN DYCKMAN,









Town Clerk

-15-

